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SUBJECT: POLITICAL DOLDRUMS, CONTINUED: VANGUARD 

UNIONISTS WITHDRAW VOLUNTARY COALITION PROPOSAL 

1 . IN PERSONAL STATEMENT FEBRUARY 14 FOLLOWING PARTY 
COUNCIL MEETING WILLIAM CRAIG, LEADER OF VANGUARD UNIONIST 
PARTY WITHDREW HIS PROPOSAL FOR A VOLUNTARY COALITION TO SECURE 
THE RETURN OF DEVOLVED GOVERNMENT TO NORTHERN IRELAND. HE 
SAID THAT VANGUARD COULD NOT NOW ENVISAGE PARTICIPATING 

IN GOVERNMENT WITH THE SDLP (SOCIAL DEMOCRATIC AND LABOUR PARTY) 
AND BLAMED RECENT SDLP UTTERANCES (' CLAPTRAP' ) FOR THE 
SITUATION. HE ALSO GAVE THE BRITISH GOVERNMENT PART OF THE 
BLAME FOR "THE LACK OF POSITIVE THINKING." 

2. JOHN HUME, DEPUTY SDLP LEADER, WHO NEVER GAVE 
UNQUALIFIED SUPPORT TO THE VOLUNTARY COALITION PROPOSAL, 
EXPRESSED REGRET AT MR. CRAIG'S DECISION. HE ATTRIBUTED 
THE POLICY CHANGE TO PRESSURE FROM OTHER LOYALISTS. 

3. SECRETARY OF STATE ROY MASON HAS GIVEN NO RPT NO POSITIVE 
RESPONSE TO AN ALLIANCE PARTY PROPOSAL FOR ALL-PARTY TALKS 
AIMED AT DEFEATING TERRORISM. OFFICIAL UNIONISTS AND SDLP HAD 
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INDICATED REFUSAL TO PARTICIPATE IN SUCH TALKS BEFORE PROPOSAL 
WAS PUT TO MR. MASON. 
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